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'Dying with 
Christ - Living 
with Hope' 
event planned 

SHARING WARMTH FOR COLD DAYS CELEBRATING 
VOCATIONS 

Learn aoou t New York 
State Physician Assist• 
ed Suicide Bill (PAS) and 
Canada's Medical Assis· 
tance in Dying (MAID) on 
Saturday, November 29 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
St. Bernard's Church in 
Saranac Lake. 

Discussions feature 
theological and health­
care professionals giving 
perspectives on suffer­
ing, grief, dying and our 
Christian duty to care. 

! 

Dying \\1th Christ - Liv• 
ing with Hope is a Chris­
tian Medical and Dental 
Association of Canada 
program. Videos are fol· 
lowed by small giroup dis­
cussions. 
FULL STORY,PAGE 6 

The Malone Council# 308 of th.e Knights of Columbus recently donated 24 winter coats to the Malone 
office of Catholic Charities as a part of the"Coats for Kids" program. Pictured from the left are William 
la Page, Catholic Charities operations manager, and Grand Knight David Petrelli. 

In this, the NCC's annual Voca­
tions Edition, meet Ladou­
ceur Flarissaint, the newest 
seminarian for the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg, learn about how 
the Sisters of St.Joseph live 
their community's charism 
and their vocation in part 
through social justice and 
learn about the current and 
upcoming deacon formation 
classes. 

Pope: 'Church does not tolerate antisemitism' 
Catholic News Agency 

Pope Leo XIV on Wednesday 
strongly condemned antisemi­
tism during his general audience 
in St. Peter's Square marking the 
60th anniversary of Nostra Ae­
tate, the Second Vatican Council 
document on the Church's rela­
tions with other religions. 

The pope underlined that 
since the publication of Nostra 
Aetate, "all of my predecessors 
have condemned antisemitism 
with clear words." 

"And so I too confirm that the 
Church does not tolerate an­
tisemitism and fights against 
it, on the basis of the Gospel it· 
self," Leo said on Oct. 29. 

The pope expressed thanks for 

what has been achieved in the 
past 60 years of Jewish-Catholic 
dialogue while acknowledging 
the challenges that have arisen 
along the way. "We cannot deny 
that there have been misunder­
standings, difficulties, and con­
flicts in this period, but these 
have never prevented the dia­
logue from continuing," he said. 

"Even today, we must not al• 
low political circumstances and 
the injustices of some to divert 
us from friendship, especially 
since we have achieved so much 
so far." 

Pope Leo was joined by Jewish 
rabbis, Muslim imams, Buddhist 
monks, and other religious lead­
ers for the general audience. He 
called on them to act together 

to alleviate human suffering, 
care for the planet, and restore 
hope. 

"More than ever, our world 
needs our unity, our friendship, 
and our collaboration," he said. 
"Each one of our religions can 
contribute to alleviating human 
suffering and taking care of 
our common home, our planet 
Earth." 

Those present included rep­
resentatives of Hinduism, 
Sikhism, Zoroastrianism, and 
Taoism, along \,1th Christian 
leaders. Many had participated 
the previous cveni ng in a peace 
ceremony at the Colosseum or­
ganized by the Community of 
Sant'Egidio, which brought to­
gether about 300 representa-

tives of world religions and cul­
tures. 

Pope Leo also prayed for those 
affected by Hurricane Melissa, 
which hit Jamaica on Tuesday 
as the strongest Category 5 
storms on record to hit the Ca• 
ribbean island before sweeping 
across Cuba. 

"Thousands of people have 
been displaced, while homes, 
infrastructure, and several hos­
pitals have been damaged," he 
said. "I assure everyone of my 
closeness, praying for those 
who have lost their lives, for 
those who are fleeing, and for 
those populations who, await­
ing the storm's developments, 
are experiencing hours of anxi­
ety and concern." 
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It can be hard sometimes 
"Sometimes, it's hard to the world feels like it's 

see Jesus," I told a rela· crashing down around us, 
tively new friend. times we feel super dis-

It was Friday morning tr.acted by the demands 
(newspaper dead· -::--... of busy lives or 
line is Friday after· times we just go 
noon). I didn't have on auto pilot and 
the tiniest shred feel like we're just 
of an idea for this going through the 
space. I mentioned motions - times 
to my new friend when it becomes 
that the column easy to feel dis· 
has a significant tant from the Lord 
impact on the flow and/or difficult to 
of my day. Darcy L see him working 

She asked about Fargo in our lives and in 
my column. our world. 

"It tends to be It's hard to min· 
about my crazy life and ister to others when feel· 
where I find Jesus in it," I ing like that 
said. "It's hard. Sometimes Almost immediately af-
it's hard to sec Jesus." ter telling my friend about 

I think we all have those it being sometimes hard 
periods in life, times when to see Jesus, it occurred 

to me: I have a hard time 
filling a half-page column 
when I'm in those hard-to· 
see-Jesus times of life, I 
can't imagine what it's like 
to struggle to see Jesus 
when you're a priest, in 
consecrated life, a deacon 
- when you're someone 
expect ed to reflect Jesus 
and share Jesus all day ev­
ery clay (I know we're all 
called to that, but, let's be 
honest, a lot of us expect 
even more from our clergy 
and consecrated men and 
women than we're capable 
of giving ourselves). 

I feel like the normal 
struggles of faith could 
feel like an even heavier 
cross for those constant· 
ly expected to be Jesus to 
others. 

So, in this annual edition 
in which we celebrate vo­
cations, I thank those who 
carry that cross so all of 
us can benefit from your 
service to our Lord. And I 
thank all t he holy married 
couples (we have an edi· 
tion devo-ted to them in 
February) and single men 
and women who also pour 
out Christ to those around 
them with completely dif· 
fcrent struggles and who 
help pray for and help fos­
ter and develop those vo­
cations to the priesthood, 
consecrated life or the di· 
aconate. 

Thankfully, our Lord 
gives us all the graces we 
need to serve him as he 
calls us. 

Even if it's hard to see it. 

Remembering the saints 
My favorite Catholic Holy 

Day each year is All Saints 
Day. Our Catholic Church 
canonizes many persons 
each year as saints. One 
of the first thing that Pope 
Leo XIV did after he became 
the Pope was to celebrate a 
Mass of canonization for 
several people as saints. 
However, you and I know 
that there are many saints 
with God in Heavenly glo­
ry but not canonized by 
the Church. On All Saints 
Day, I remember many of 
these as my saints. With 
the Lord's help and love 
they found me, and they 
became my saints. 

So, today, with you, I 
would like to remember 
many of my saints - firstly, 
my mother and many of my 
family. When I was young, 
they did so much for me. 
They guided me, leading 
to my vocation as a priest. 
They truly supported me. 
They were my saints. 

On All Saints Day, I also, 
remember and celebrate 
the many priests who 
have been part of my life 
and who are now with the 

Lord. They guided me; they 
showed me the way, espe­
cially in my formation, to 
becoming a good priest. 
Let me mention one from 
my years at Wadhams Hall: 
There was a public speak­
ing course each year taught 
by Father Bailey - a course 
that did so much to make 
good preachers of all of us, 
seminarians. I consider him 
one of my saints. He did so 
much to help me become a 
good preacher. And there 
were many other priests 
in my life, including my 
friends and those I worked 
with. They supported me 
aJ.ong the way. They were 
all my saints. 

As a priest, I was a pas­
tor in many parishes. In 
those places there were so 
many great people - holy 
and involved parishioners. 
I also remember so many 

wonderful families. I was 
truly ampressed, and they 
helped me be a good pas­
tor. They brought spirit 
and holiness to the parish 
and to me, and I remember 
them well, They were also 
my saints. 

I have discovered over 
the years many terrific 
Cathollic writers and lead­
ers, and I believe they were 
saints, although they were 
not ca-nonizecl, Let me men­
tion one - Thomas Merton. 
As you remember, he was a 
convert to Catholicism, and 
he entered the Trappist Re­
ligious order and became 
a priest. He was a prolific 
writer. I discovered h.im as 
a high school student. I am 
certain that he was a pro­
found influence on my de­
cision to become a priest. 
He is one of my saints. 

Let me mention another 
- as a young priest - I dis­
covered Catherine de Heu­
ck Doherty - she found­
ed a community that she 
named Madonna House. I 
was blessed to be able to 
spend several summers 
at Madonna House in my 

younger years. My spm­
tuali ty was profoundly in­
fluenced by Catherine and 
by her community. I know 
that she is a saint now with 
the Lord. 

Oh, yes. - let me re­
mind you of one more of 
my saints. When I was in 
high school, a public high 
school, there was weekly 
afternoon period when we 
walked to a nearly Catholic 
Church for a religion class. 
I still remember a religious 
sister - I must admit I do 
not remember her name -
who put me in touch with 
many great spiritual writ· 
ers, like Thomas Merton. I 
have lost t rack of this sis­
ter, but I still remember 
that she had a profound 
influence on my decision 
to enter the seminary and 
become a p riest. She is still 
one of my saints. 

So, thank you, God! In 
your concern for me, you 
have filled my life with 
many saints. They have 
not been canonized by the 
Church, but I remember 
them often, especially on 
All Saints !Day. 
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y MONASTERY CARD SHOP 
Cards for ACC Occasions 

Mass '£11ro((111e11ts for your (ivi119 & tfece(ISea fo11etf ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPCN: 9 A..\.I - 5 PM 

SK.fURDAY 9 Alvf -12 PM 
400 PRATI' ST., WAT£RTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisters recio11shfootlorg 

~ @IBWCK Y PONTIAC .~~s !=l•i=l·\·11 ■ 
"Family owned dealership serving the 

North Country for over 56 years!" 
For more information, visit our Website 

at: www.barstowmotors.com 
MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY • (315) 265-8800 

God hes doni 
griet things 

for us! 
As recipients of God's bountifi,l 

gifts, we are called to: 

~ciziviz 
those gifts gratefully, 

Cultivtlt!Z 
those gifts responsibly, 

e)htlr!Z 
those gifts injustice and love, 

And return them with increase 
to the Lord 

Please contact your local parish 
to learn how you can share your 
gifts of Time. Talent & Treasure.I-I=~~-! 

Pictured with Bishop Terry la Valley and Director of Deacon Formation Deacon lee Trudeau are the can­
didates for ordination as Permanent Deacon in August 2027, (front row, from left) Lucien Leroux, Daniel 
Haycock, Russell Backus, (back row, from left) Jason Scull, Jack Lucia, Michael Salaun,, Bishop la Valley, 
Deacon Trudeau and David Hunt. 

Seven men are currently 
in deacon formation 

Next deacon class to begin 
in September 2026 

By Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
Contributing Writer 

The bishops decid­
ed a man should be at 
least 35 years old when 
he is ordained a per­
manent deacon on the 
Catholic Church. 

That makes sense. 
Since a permanent dea­
con can be married 
when he is ordained, he 
has obligations to his 
wife and children that 
need to be considered 
when aspiring to a cler­
ical vocation too. 

There is no objection 
to a man starting for­
mation for the diacon­
ate earlier, but he can­
not be ordained until 

he is at least 3S. 
!Most of the recent 

candidates have been 
in their late 40s, S0s 
and 60s when they are 
invited to formation. 
The Diocese of Ogdens­
burg will accept older 
candidates. The final 
decision is made by the 
individual, his wife, his 
pastor, the deacon for­
mation team and the 
bishop. 

Prayer is a vital com­
ponent regardless of 
age. An inquirer prays, 
"Is God calling me to 
this service at this 
point in my life?" 

If the answer is "yes," 
the process begins. 

Seven men heard the 

call and are current· 
ly in formation. Their 
average age is 61. God 
willing, these men will 
be ordained in August 
2027. 

They are Russell 
Backus of Canton, Dan­
iel Haycock of Clayton, 
David Hunt of Malone, 
Lucien Leroux of Fort 
Covington, Jack Lu­
cia of Clayton, Michael 
Salaun of Brownville, 
and Jason Scull of Lake 
Placid. 

Deacon Lee Trudeau 
(North Bangor), Perma­
nent Deacon Formation 
director, is interviewing 
men for the next cohort 
that will begin class­
es at Wadhams Hall in 
September 2026. Men 
who have expressed an 
interest in the diacon­
ate are invited to the 
Called By Name dinners 
later this month. 
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Working and advocating for Gospel ·ustice 
Seven themes of Catholic Social Justice teaching 

1 - Life and Dignity of the Human Person - The Catholic Church 
proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity ofthe human 
person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. This belief is the 
foundation of all the li)rinciples of our social teaching. 
2 - Call to Family, Community, and Participation - The person i.s 
not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society- in eco­
nomics and politics,in law and policy-direaly affects human dignity 
and the capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and 
the family are the central social institutions that must be supported. 
3- Rights and Responsibilities-Human dignity can be protected 
and a healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are 
protected and responsibilities are met Therefore, every person has 
a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for 
human decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and respoll• 
sibilities - to one another, to ourfamilies, and to the larger society. 
4 - Option for the Poor and Vulnerable - A basic moral test is 
how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by 
deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the 
story ofthe Last Judg:ment (Mt 25:31·46) and instructs us to put the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 
s-The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers - The ecoll• 
omy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than 
a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in Gods 
creation. 
6- Solidarity- We are one human family whatever our national,ra­
cial,ethnic, economic,and ideological differences. We are our brothers 
and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. 
7 - Care for God's Creation - We show our respect for the Creator 
by our stewardship of creation. 

Source: USC CB 

By Darcy Farg 
Editor 

"We advocate for Gos­
pel justice and for the 
care of our dear neigh­
bors and creation." 

That's how Sister Beth· 
any Fitzgerald, a Sister of 
St. Joseph, described the 
community's Sisters of 
St. Joseph Social Justice 
Committee and the work 
that committee has been 
doing for over l S years. 

The committee is one of 
the many ways the sisters 
live out their vocations 
and their community's 
charism. 

"Gospel justice is based 
on the principles of the 
six Catholic social jus• 
ticc teachings," Sister 
Bethany said. "Of cou1·se, 
Pope Francis added the 
seventh social justice 
teaching - care for our 
common home. It's all 
based on and rooted in 
the Gospels. The cha.I• 
lenge to justice has never 
changed, even though the 
situations in which we are 
called to work for that 
justice have changed over 
the years." 

What is a Foster Grandparent? 
Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to 
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for 
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and 
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom 
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional 
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship, 
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and 
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and 
serves more than 100 kids per year. 
The Foster Grofldporenr l'rogrom is h<Hctd t,y the Cotholk Chorin'es of the Dl0<ese 
of Ogdensburg ond supported by AmetiCorps 5eni0t$; o /edetolfy funded og,ency 
rtsp<>nsible for buildt'ng volufltter based programs /Ot' over SO ytors ofld counrfng. 

~ 
/I~ 

Am I Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent? 
All you netd tojoitl is the ability t ogiYe the kind of comfort and~ that sen a <hild 
on the path toward a succ~sfut futuce. If yo4/re SS °' oldef and w.,nt 10 $.hate your 

e.xpe6ence and compM,Jor\ you havewN1 it takes to be a fostc.-Grandp.lfent. 

Sometin'le-s when You s,tt 
tobcmy igt,Youwak.t up :;-:_ 
3nd »Y wf\3t good ,Im I •~ 
;,nd alon£ came 11'1C Fo,;w =:.,_,. 
GrJndi»rent Progt.ltn t N t 
kN!ps me gol"S! ~ 

Want more info about 
how to get started? 
Contact Melissa Howard, 
Volunteer Coordinator 

PHONE: 
(518)359-7688 

EMAIL: 
mhoward@cathcharities.org 

80 Park Street, Suite 2 
PO Box 701 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 

r-

~ ,; 

Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, a Sister of St.Joseph, discusses single-use 
plastics with teens at the 2024 Diocesan Youth Rally. Faith & Ecolo­
gy education is one facet of the Sisters of St.Joseph Social Justice 
Committee's work. 

Sister Bethany said the 
committee's work has 
two major components. 

"Love has two feet," she 
said. "One is expressed in 
care for the neighbor - di­
rect care, helping in ways 
like feeding the hungry. 
The second foot is look· 
ing at what's causing the 
concerns and the situ­
ations that arc creating 
thls need and advocating 
for change. As an exam­
ple: you're sitting down 
by a riverbank or body of 
water, lounging in your 
Adirondack chair, and 
you see there's something 
in the water. You get up, 
and you move closer to 
the edge of the water, 
and you look, and it's a 
baby! You go down into 
the water, and you go get 
the baby. You make sure 
the baby is ok and dry 
and safe, and you call 
9U . That's the immcdi· 
ate response of love, the 
direct care - taking care 
of the baby. Then, you're 
looking around, and you 
realize there are more 
babies floating down the 
river. That's when you 
say, 'where are these ba• 
bi-es coming from? We 
need to figure this out 
and make sure we don't 
have more babies floating 
down the river. That's the 
justice question. As Cath· 
olics, we're very good at 
that immediate response, 

that direct care. I think we 
could spend more time 
asking what structu-res 
are creating the need and 
advocating for change. 
That's social justice and 
advocacy." 

How we vote as Catho• 
lies is included in that ad­
vocacy. 

"When we look at social 
justice, it's not viewed 
through a political lens," 
said Sister Bethany. "We 
view it through the lens 
of the Gospel and Gospel 
justice, based on the sev• 
en Catholic social jus tice 
teachings. Personally, I 
support the candidate I 
think is best living out 
the Gospel and the call 
for justice, and I don't 
care about their political 
party. I look at how they 
respond to the cries of 
the poor and the cries of 
the earth - and the two 
are the same." 

Sister Bethany said the 
Sisters of St. Joseph So· 
cial Justice Committee's 
areas of focus are deter· 
mined by the community. 

"As community, the Sis­
ters of St. Joseph gather 
every four years and we 
set the direction based 
on what we see as needs, 
the concerns we see as 
a community," she said. 
"That gives direction to 
the committee, which is 
made up of sisters, lay as-

CONTINUEO ON PAGE 6 
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Seminarian's journey: 'Desire and God's plan' 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

Far from his home in Haiti, 
seminarian Ladouceur Flaris­
saint, currently serving in a pas­
toral year in the Catholic Com­
munity of St. Peter, St. Mary 
and St. Hedwig in Lowville, 
Glenfield and Houseville, says 
God has been leading him on a 
journey that doesn't look now 
as he initially thought it would. 

"I cannot talk about coming 
to Ogdensburg without talking 
about my journey," he said. I 
was in Iowa at a seminary be­
longing to the Society of the 
Divine Word, a religious order. 
They educate young men from 
around the world - there were 
about 22 nationalities at the 
seminary." 

Flarissaint said he arrived in 
the United Stares during the 
pandemic in 2020 and imme• 
diately began coursework in 
English as a Second Language. 
After srudying English for over 
a year, he began working on a 
bachelor's degree in philosophy 
with a minor in interculturality, 
a degree he completed prior to 
his arrival in the Diocese of Og­
densburg. 

While he enjoyed his time 
with the Sociery of the Divine 
Word, Flarissaint said he in· 
creasingly felt God calling him 
in a different direction. 

"I felt more intrigued by the 
lifestyle of a diocesan priest," 
he said. "I began to try to see if 
I could find a diocese in the U.S. 
Contacting friends and talking 
to my spiritual director and for­
mators, I was able to talk to a 
seminarian, Michelet Boncoeur, 
now a deacon here. He put me 
in contact with (Vicar for Cler· 
gy and director of Seminarians) 
Father Chris Carrara." 

Flarissaint had to obtain per• 
mission from the Society of the 
Divine Word before he could 
apply to study as a seminarian 
for the Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
He was granted permission, ap­
plied and was accepted. 

"So far, I can say the Holy 
Spirit worked that way to get 
me here," he said. "l think the 
community here needed me. I 

Seminarian Ladouceur Flarissaint, le~, serves at a Mass celebrated at the Camp Gug· 
genheim lodge during the annual gathering of seminarians. 

sing every morning for Mass. 
Some Saturdays and Sundays, 
there was no music in church. 
Whenever there is no music, I 
step in, pick a couple songs and 
sing with the people. The peo­
ple here are happy to have me 
with them, and I'm happy to be 
with them. It's a nice commu­
nity - people are so welcoming 
and friendly." 

Flarissaint said it was his fam­
ily's faith and example that set 
him on that journey that even• 
tually led to our diocese. 

"I'm the fourth of eight chil· 
dren - six boys and two girls," 
he said. "I grew up in a Cath­
olic family and received ed­
ucation in Cat!holic school. I 
learned the value of hard work 
and deepened my faith, and I 
began to discern my vocation 
to the priesthood. Growing up, 
I was surrounded by family, 
friends and good communi· 
ty. At around age I I, I was in· 
spired while serving alongside 
the priest as an altar server." 

Flarissaint said his moth· 
er was a strong witness to the 
faith. 

"My mom always encourages 
us to pray and to sit together 
saying the rosary and praying 
the Our Father," he said. "She 
wanted us to pray." 

Flarissaint's path to the semi· 

nary wasn't linear, though. 
"I developed a deep love of 

learning," he said. "After high 
school, I spent countless hours 
reading and discovering the 
world through books. That led 
me to attend journalism school. 
I later worked at a radio station 
in a parish and educated listen­
ers about the Catholic faith. We 
did question and answer ses· 
sions with a priest. All those ex­
periences gave me more time to 
discern whether I was called to 
become a priest or not, whether 
to enter a seminary or continue 
a career in journalism." 

He was later introduced to 
the Society of the Divine Word, 
and his experience with the 
community convinced him to 
pursue God's call. 

Flarissaint said his time in 
Lowville, Glenfield and House­
ville has fostered his vocation. 

"I am here with Father Sony 
(Pulickal, pastor), and he's a 
very humble man, and I learn 
a lot from him," he said. 'Tm 
ready to learn more and more 
from him. Really seeing the di­
ocesan priestly lifestyle, I feel 
it's there I want to be. I'm tak­
ing this as a year of discern­
ment and learning." 

While he said he sometimes 
misses his family and home in 
Haiti, Flarissaint said he's bless· 

ed to be in the North Country. 
"Since I've been here a while, 

I get used to being away from 
family," he said. "Even for 
priests from here, everyone 
would like to be with their fam­
ilies, but that's not always pos­
sible. Sometimes, like when I 
see I'm the only dark-skinned 
person, I wonder if this is where 
God wants me to be. But then 
I think it's for all of us to see 
his wonder, see his creation, 
see people who are different. 
And I don't see much difficul­
ty. People are good to me, and 
I'm trying my best to be good 
to them." 

He also said the North Coun­
try feels very similar to his first 
home in the United States, Iowa. 

"Just driving around places 
is still the same," Flarissaint 
said. "There are corn fields 
all around Iowa, and there are 
corn fields all around Lowville. 
Both places have a lot of corn 
and cows. 

When he's not experiencing 
the North Country, serving at 
a Mass or reading, Flarissaint 
said he enjoys kicking around 
a football - a soccer ball in the 
U.S. He'd love to have more op· 
portunities to participate in the 
sport. 

"Here, I don't really get a 
chance," he said. "So I've been 
dedicating myself to reading." 

Flarissaint offered the follow­
ing advice to individuals dis­
cerning their vocations. 

"Based on my own experi· 
ence with discerning the priest• 
hood, I can sa}' that if a man is 
thinking abou t this vocation, 
he needs to take time to listen 
deeply to God in prayer and be 
honest with himself about his 
desires, fears and motivations," 
he said. "I understand that the 
priesthood is not about being 
perfect, but about being will• 
ing to serve with love and sac­
rifice, following the example of 
Christ. If you feel called by God 
to serve the Church as a priest, 
talk to a trusted priest or spir­
itual director who can guide 
you. Do not rush, because dis· 
cern.ment takes time, and it 
is all your desires and God's 
plan." 
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Gospel justice 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

sociates and others. The 
committee looks at the 
broader concerns, and we 
try to determine what ac­
tions we can do." 

Human trafficking has 
been one of the commit· 
tee's causes in recent 
years. 

"We work a lot on ed• 
ucation," Sister Bethany 
sai<I. "We've been getting 
people together to learn 
about trafficking and 
learn how to pr-event it. 
The hope is that they'll 
be inspired by these dis· 
cussions and create op­
portunities for similar 
discussions in their com­
munities." 

Faith and ecoloi:,•y also 
fall under the social jus­
tice committee's umbrel­
la. 

"We've been working 
on water," Sister Bethany 
said. "That's something 
the sisters asked us to 
work on several years 
ago. And we do a lot of 
work on single-use plas­
tics. They get into the 
water, and it affects the 
water and all the species 
in the water and drinking 
the water - so they affect 
everything. We've been 
working with the schools 
and religious education 
programs to collect plas­
tics that are typically not 
recyclable to make into 
railings and decking. Last 
year, Augustinian Acad­
emy students collected 
over 1,000 pounds of 
plastics, and they're get• 
ting a bench as a result. 
They've already collect· 
ed S00 pounds more to· 
wards another bench." 

The Faith and Ecology 
groups have also been 
working to promote ecol­
ogy at schools through 
the Green Apple Award 
program, a program that 
highlights the work being 
done by students to care 
for God's creation. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph 
also committed to a Lau• 
dato Si Action Plan, a plan 
to address seven areas 
within that encyclical of 

Pope Francis, to be com• 
pleted within seven years. 

Ecology and social jus­
tice are intertwined, Sis­
ter Bethany noted. 

"Care for creation, rac­
ism and immigration 
are all related," she said. 
"That's something we've 
been working on along 
with sisters from around 
the country and the Lead­
ership Conference of 
Women Religious. Meet· 
ings we've had at both 
the state and federal level 
include talk of the inter­
connectedness between 
those things. If you look 
at human trafficking, for 
example, refugees and 
immigrants, many dis­
placed because of the ef­
fects of climate change, 
are among the most vul• 
nerable." 

Along with that leader­
ship conference, the lo­
cal Sisters of St. Joseph, 
joined by members of the 
lay associates and faith 
and ecology committees, 
participated in Bread for 
the World's "Offerings of 
Letters," a campaign to 
write letters to legislative 
representatives about is· 
sues related to hunger. 

The Sisters of St. Joseph 
Social Justice Committee 
has also been working to 
establish relationships 
with local state and feder­
al representatives. 

"We want to have estab­
lished relationships with 
them, so we can encour­
age them to protect in· 
dividuals and the earth," 
said Sister Bethany. "And 
we want to affirm them 
when they are doing that." 

One of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph Social Justice 
Committee's key jobs, 
though, is discernment. 

"Trying to decide what 
little things we can do to 
address such huge needs 
can be very challenging,'' 
said Sister Bethany. "We 
can't do everything, but 
we need to do something. 
There's a lot of discern­
ment involved in that. We 
just want to do what God 
is asking us to do." 

Dying with Christ Living 
with Hope conference will 
be Nov. 29 in Saranac Lake 

Respect Life Office 

When we make a com­
mitment to die with 
Christ, we can truly live 
with hope. Learn about 
New York State Physi­
cian Assisted Suicide 
Bill (PAS) and Canada's 
Medical Assistance in 
Dying (MAID) on Satur­
day, November 29 from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. 
Bernard's Church in Sa­
ranac Lake. 

Discussions feature 
theological and health­
care professionals giv­
ing perspectives on suf­
fering, grief, dying and 
our Christian duty to 
care. 

Dying with Christ- Liv­
ing with Hope is a Chris­
tian Medical and Dental 
Association of Canada 
program. Videos are 
followed by small group 
discussions . The Ques­
tion-and-answer panel 
will feature Jessica Rod­
gers, coalition director 
of the Patients' Rights 
Action Fund, Dale Barr, 
RN., Dr. Maura Fehlner, 
PHO and Mr. John Min· 
er, Respect Life direc­
tor. 

Rodgers defends peo­
ple with disabilities, 
elderly and poor from 
the threat of Physician 
Assisted Suicide. She is 
knowledgeable about 
Canada's MAID and the 
NY$ bill as welJ as how 
PAS has progressed thru 
11 states. NYS has the 
only bill that includes 
these dangerous features: 
no wait period, no resi· 
dency requirement and 
allows tele-health. 

Barr has been a reg­
istered nurse for 40 
years, working 24 years 
in lonJ:?·term care and 

the past 16 years at 
Carefor Hospice Corn­
wall, Ontario Canada. 
Dale has experienced 
how MAID has impacted 
the lives on Canadians 
in the ten years since 
its implementation and 
how safeguards and re· 
strictions have been re­
moved to expand acces­
sibility to more people. 
Today, one in 20 deaths 
in Canada are from 
MAID. 

Those serving as small 
group leaders are Steve 
Tartaglia, Diocese of 
Ogdensburg Family Life 
director, Angelo and 
Suzanne Pietropaoli, 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Natural Family Planning 
directors, Deacon John 
and Dr. Fehlner, Barr, 
and John and ColJeen 
Miner, !Respect Life di­
rectors. 

Following the con· 
ference, attendees are 
invited to attend 4:30 
Mass at St. Bernard's 
Church. Pre-registration 
is requested at https:// 
www.rcdony.o rg/liv­
ingwithh ope. A $10 
donation covers lunch 
and supplies. Walk-ins 
are welcome and asked 
to arrive at 9:30 a.m. 
Please contact The Re­
spect Life office with 
any questions atcmin· 
er@rcdony.org 

• D.L. CALARCO 

Sernice Available 

Dying 

Funeral Home, Inc. 
135 Keyes Avenue 

Watertown • 782•4910 

gaturday, November 29th (10-IJ) 
gt_ Bernard's Church. garanac Lake. NY 

When we make a commitment to die with Christ. 
we can truly live with hope. Learn about NYS 

Physician Assisted Suicide Bill and Canada's MAID. 
Discussions feature theologians and healthcare 
professionals giving perspectives on suffering. 
grief. dying, and our Christian duty to care. 

llegistralion: (SlO donalion 1•e(111esled) 
https://www.rcdony.org/livingwithhope 
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CALLED TO SERVE 

When funds are available 
I truly hope this col- component are based 

umn is outdated before on funding availabili­
you read it. A compro- ty." 
mise to end the stale- That's government 
mate that has caused speak that translates 
the federal gov- r---==----, during a shut-
ernment to stop down as "we 
would be wel- ain't got any 
come news. My money." 
gut says that is The same di-
unlikely, but I lemma faces 
can hope. SNAP users. The 

Not-for-profit Supplemental 
social agencies, Nutrition Assis-
state and local tance Program 
departments, Deacon is a federal pro-
and church KevinMastellon gram that pro-
sponsored min- vides month-
istries are all ly benefits to 
preparing for the inevi- low-income households 
table requests for food, to help them purchase 
water, diapers and food. 
wipes, and all those Clients are nervous. 
necessities that will be SNAP cards are pre­
wanting when the shut- loaded at the beginning 
down extends beyond of the month with what­
November l. ever the household is 

And heating assis- entitled to spend. By 
tance. The utility com- the end of October, the 
putes how much elec- cards are empty. Folks 
tricity and/gas we used use their cards when 
in a house or an apart- replenished to fill the 
ment each month. De- cupboard for Novem­
pending on the individ- her. 
ual's earnings, the state If the shutdown con­
provides Home Ener- tinues, the SNAP cards 
gy Assistance to some will not be replenished. 
qualified households The trickle-down ef­
through a program ad- feet will be on food 
ministered by the coun- markets since they will 
ties. not see the purchase 

Here's the rub. New volume seen in the 
York State gets its fund- past. 
ing from the federal If your parish oper­
government. The HEAP ates a soup line, expect 
manual published on- an increase in num­
line says, "Program bers. It might be slow 
dates for each HEAP at first, but it is bound 

North Count!l'Y Catholic has Green option 
Our E-palJl'r is oo.- mirr 10 rtad onli11. You nn rmirr yoor ,\'orlh flwnll)' Cntlwli< i~ 

fOtlr e-mail r.rlhrr Iha in the nuil. Fill in )'Our inforntJlion an~ Stnd Ibis form lo: 

0Plnst' switch my nmenl 1,·a substriplion 10 E,m1il 
~ ..... _____________ _ 

,Mdre$S, ____________ _ 

' : City ________ Sutc_ l.ip ___ _ 

' : E-mail ' ·-------------
' 

ro Box 326 
Oidensburi. 
W 1366~ 
01 C,11 ; 

Unisticeal : 
31;.ro8-is.l6: 
to mab lht : 

~........... . 

to increase. 
If your parish oper­

ates a helpline for fami­
lies in distress, you can 
count on the numbers 
picking up. 

Parishes can plan for 
an increase in the need 
for disposable diapers 
and wipes. We rarely 
see a mother wash dia­
pers these days, unless 
she is Amish or tradi­
tional. 

There will be new de­
mands for counseling 
and handholding. 

Whatever your poli­
tics, the shutdown will 
cause disruptions and 
no li ttle angst. It is time 
for all of us involved in 
ministries offered by 
our parishes to pray for 
our involvement and 
for those we serve and 
will serve. 
Deacon Kevin Mastel­

/on ministers in W 
atertown. He is the 

director of Per manent 
Deacons for the 

Diocese of Ogdensburg. 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint 
of suspected misconduct 
involving dioc~an clergy, 
religious, employees or volun­
teers, contact Victim Assis­
tance Coordinator, Terrianne 
Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 
Route 374,Merrill,NY 12955; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo. 
com; Phone: 518-569-0612; 
or Father Christopher Carrara, 
the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy; 
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 
315-393-2920 ext.1340. 
If you have a complaint 
of suspected sexual abuse or 
related misconduct by the 
bishops, contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting Ser­
vice at 800-276-1562 or www. 
ReportBishopAbuse.org 

Bishop's Public Schedule 
Nov. s - 9:30 a.m. - Mass 
with the Students at Augus­
tinian Academy in Carthage 
followed by Classroom Visits 
Nov. 6-11 a.m. - Devel­
opment Board of Advisors 
Meeting at Bishop's Residence 
Nov. 10-13 - United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Plenary Assembly in Baltimore, 
Maryland 

Rest in Peace 
This week marks the 

anniversary of the deaths 
of the following clergymen 

who have served in 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Nov. s - Most Rev. David E. Ba­
con, 1874; Rev.Tryphone Van de 
Walle, 1948;Rev.BernardWyzy­
kowski, 1969;Rev.John Michael 
Wyzykowski, 1969 
Nov. 7 - Rev. Dennis Nolan, 
1911; Rev. William Ouellette, 
0.M.I, 1936; Msgr. William, H. 
Brennan, 1986; Deacon Peter J. 
Lawless, 2020 
Nov. 8 - Rev. Patrick McGilli­
gan, 1828 
Nov. 10 - Msgr. Francis M. 
Kenny, 1952; Msgr. Raphael A. 
Hoffman, 1968 
Nov.11- Rev.Edward 0. 
Hervieux, 1947; Msgr. Bernard 
E. Christman,2012 

Protecting God's Children 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg 
has scheduled Protecting God's 
Children training sessions. This 
required training addresses 
child abuse, the methods and 
means by which abusers com­
mit abuse,and the five steps to 
prevent abuse from occurring 
and stop it from continuing. 
Pre-registration is encouraged 
at www.virtus.org. Upcoming 
sessions: 
Nov. 7-6 p.m.- Immaculate 
Heart Central School, Water­
town 

Environmental Stewardship 

Ultiimate in travel 
Not many noteworthy chang~ 

have occurred in transportation 
over the !)alt century. In recent 
years, however, a new form of 
travel has crept into our culture. 
It creates strong feelings among 
people on the road. Drivers are 
encountering more relatively fast 
moving bikes that seem to move 
themselves. These sporty devices 
occasionally stir feelings of anger 
from motorists who encounter 
them as they weave between the 
shoulder,a sidewalk and the edge 
of a lane of traffic. 

E-bikes are becoming more 
popular, especially among young 
people who want to travel 
around a community without us­
ing much leg power. Drivers often 
become frustrated with them as 
they encroach onto a roadway 
from the shoulder as their small 
size makes them hard to see. They 
can alsoap;pear out of nowhere as 
they often blend into the scenery. 

From an ecological viewpoint, 
e-bik~ and e-scooters are con­
sidered the most efficient means 
of travel around a town or village. 
In fact, one study found that an 
e-bike that is charged from a 
source of renewable energy, such 
as solar or wind has a slightly 
lower carbon footprint than a 
regular bicycle. When comparing 
the amount of CO2 emitted for 
growing and transporting the 
food utilized by an individual 
pedaling a bike, it is often higher 
than what is released to the air 
from the energy production to 
charge the e-bike's battery. 

If we all used an e-bike for 
commuting, doing errands or 
going to Mass, we could reduce 
the amount of harmful gam 
expelled to the atmosphere and 
lower use of fossil fuels. 

So, next time an individual 
on an e-bike or e-scooter cuts in 
front of you as you step out of a 
store, smile at the person rather 
than becoming angry. Don't for­
get that as followers of Jesus, we 
are a compassionate and forgiv­
ing people. Also, they are doing a 
favor for our planet in helping to 
improve the quality of the air that 
we breathe. 



8 DIOCESAN LIFE II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC II 
NOVEMBER 5, 2025 

y 

FACES OF 
FAITH 

North Country Cursillo held a Men's Weekend, the first since {OVID, Oct. 9· 12 at the Adirondack House of 
Prayer in Ellenburg. Pictured are, new CursillistasJoe Hosler,Joh11 Hanosek,Jay Carter, Wally Poupore and 
Glenn Christian, along with team members Michael Neaton, David Petrelli, Father Al Hauser, and Ken Rac­
ette. 

Should You Have a Funeral? 
YES!!! 

Just a seNice in lhe funeral 
home or at the gravesile? 

Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin discusses"Finishing the Race to Grace" at 
a gathering of the Commissioned Lay Ministers Association of the 
Je-fferson-Lewis Deanery on Oct. 23 at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Chlurch in Watertown. 

The Malone Council #308 of the Knights of Columbus recently held a chicken and biscuit dinner to benefit the October Women's Healing Retreat at Wad ham's Hall. Pictured are 
some of the members and volunteers who prepared and served the meal. The event raised over $1100forthe retreat. 



St.Mary's Youth Group in Constableville enjoyed piua and Halloween pumpkin carving on 
Friday evening.Oct 24. Deacon Mike Lieber organized the event along with his wife Jean. 
(Above) Beck Wilton gives his pumpkin a missing bottom tooth to match his own smile. 
(Below) Daisy Mae,Olivia and Nyah work to empty their pumpkins for carving. 
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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Man pleads guilty t<o killing priest in Nebraska rectory 
A man accused of fatally stabbing a Nebraska Catholic priest has plead· 
ed guilty to the murder of Father Stephen Gutgsell and other charges. 
Gutgsell,65,died after deputies found him stabbed in December 2023. 
Gutgsell had been serving as the parish priest at St. John the Baptist 
Parish in Fort Calhoun, Nebraska. Deputies charged Kierre L. Williams 
in the attack that took place in the rectory next to the church. Williams 
filed a notice in December 2024 that he would argue he is not respon­
sible for the murder by reason of insanity and filed a •not guilty" plea 
in February 2024. Williams changed his plea to "guilty" of murder, bur­
glary, and weapons charges on Oct. 21. "We are glad that Mr. Williams 
chose to hold himself accountable and not put Father Gutgsell's fam­
ily, relatives, friends, or this community through a trial," Scott Vander 
Schaaf, a county prosecutor, said in a statement. Prosecutors decided 
early in the case that they would not pursue the death penalty. Wil­
liams faces life in prison without parole. Sentencing is set for Nov.12. 

New York, California pour money into Planned Parenthood 
New York and California are pouring taxpayer dollars into Planned Par­
enthood, joining several other states in counteracting the federal de• 
funding of the abortion giant. California Gov. Gavin Newsom pledged 
$140 million to Planned Parenthood locations in California on Oct.24. 
On the same day,New York Gov. Kathy Hochul committed $35 million in 
funding to Planned Parenthood locations in New York. Both states are 
known for their abort ion shield laws, which protect abortionists who 
mail abortion pills into states where they are illegal. Several women 
are suing California and New York abortionists after being poisoned l>y 
or coerced into taking the abortion pill by the fathers of their children. 
New York and California join several other states that have made 
similar moves in light of the yearlong federal defunding of Planned 
Parenthood. Colorado, Massachusetts, and Washington have all taken 
similar steps to replace lost federal funding for Planned Parenthood 
over the past few months. 

St. Paul Center kicks off 'largest Bible study in America' 
The St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology is launching a new Bible 
study program to help Catholics prepare for the Advent and Christmas 
seasons. The Bible study, titled "Bible Across America," is set to begin 
Nov.Sand aims to gather Catholics •around God's Word to prayerfully 
study Scripture, grow in discipleship, and build one another up in the 
lord," the organization announced. The course represents the latest 
addition to the St. Paul Center, whose offerings include online courses, 
academic books on Scripture and theology, and in-person events for 
clergy and laity across the country. Based in Steubenville, Ohio, the St. 
Paul Center is an independent, nonprofit research and educational in­
stitution dedicated, according to its website, to promoting "life-trans­
forming Scripture study from the heart of the Church" and through its 
programming seeks "to raise up a new generation of priests who are 
fluent in the Bible and laypeople who are biblically literate.' 
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Bishops plead with 
lawmakers to end 

shutdown, protect SNAP 
By Tyler Arnold 
Catholic News Agency 

Catholic bishops in the United States 
are urging federal lawmakers to find 
a solution that opens the government 
and saves the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). 

"The U.S. bishops are deeply alarmed 
that essential programs that support 
the common good, such as SNAP, may 
be interrupted," Archbishop Timothy 
Broglio, president of the U.S. Confer­
ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), said 
in a s tatement on Oct. 28. 

The government shutdown reached 
its 29th day on Oct. 29 as lawmakers 
negotiated over extending taxpayer 
subsidies that lower health insurance 
costs under the Affordable Care Act 
and providing funding for a wall on the 
southern border, food assistance, and 
militar)' pay. Most of the 2.9 million ci­
vilian federal workers are not receiving 
paychecks, and benefits for SNAP recip­
ients will cease on Nov. 1 unless some 
action is taken to provide funding. 

"This would be catastrophic for fam­
ilies and individuals who rely on SNAP 
to put food on the table and places the 
burdens of this shutdown most heavily 
on the poor and vulnerable of our na­
tion, who are the least able to move for­
ward," Broglio said. "This consequence 
is unjust and unacceptable." 

About 42 million Americans receive 
SNAP benefits, and some Catholic char­
itable organizations have expressed 
concern that any halt to the program 
would be difficult to remedy with sim· 
ply private charity. 

"The U.S. bishops have consistently 
advocated for public policies that sup­
port those in need," Broglio said. "l ur­
gently plead with lawmakers and the 
administration to work in a bipartisan 
way to ensure that these lifesaving pro­
grams are funded and to pass a govern­
ment fund ing bill to end the govern­
ment shutdown as quickly as possible." 

Archbishop William Lori of the Arch­
diocese of Baltimore - the first Amer­
ican diocese - also issued a statement 
on Tuesday, reminding the people of 
Maryland that archdiocesan ministries 
"remain open and active, providing care 
and support across central and western 
Maryland." 

"I encourage anyone i.n need to reach 
out to these ministries without hesita-

Catholic Charities 
seeks to help fill gaps 
Catholic News Agency 

Catholic Charities USA has 
launched an emergency fundraising 
effort to support those about to lose 
access to federal food assistance in 
the coming days. 

Due to the ongoing government 
shutdown, funding for the Supple­
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro· 
gram (SNAP) will lapse on Nov. l, 
meaning millions of Americans will 
no longer have access to food assis­
tance. 

"For low-income families and indi­
viduals who rel)1 on SNAP and WIC to 
put food on their talbles, this could 
be a catastrophic moment," Catho­
lic Charities USA (CCUSA) President 
and CEO Kerry Alys Robinson said 
in an Oct. 30 press release announc­
ing the emergency effort. "The Cath· 
olic Charities network stands ready 
to come to the aid of our vulnera­
ble brothers and sisters during this 
time of dire need." 

Contributions made to CCUSA's 
designated donation portal will go 
directly toward helping "provide 
meals for those most at risk." The 
group will use the donated funds 
to buy and ship food to its agencies 
across the country that have food 
pantries, soup kitchens, and food 
delivery programs, the release stat· 
ed. 

rion. No one should face this hardship 
alone," the archbishop said. 

Lori said shutdowns "have far-reach­
ing consequences," especially for "the 
most vulnerable among us - famil ies 
living paycheck to paycheck, parents 
worried about feeding their children, 
and seniors already balancing the cost 
of medications and groceries.'' 

"When vital government services are 
interrupted or delayed, the result is 
more than an inconvenience - it can 
mean hunger, anxiety, and hardship for 
our brothers and sisters in need," the 
archbishop said. 

As of Wednesday, 25 states sued Pres­
ident Donald Trump's administration 
over the possible halt to SNAP benefits. 
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Secret euthanasia house draws ire in Canada 
By Terry O'Neill 
The B.C. Catholic 

The furtive establish­
ment of a stand-alone, 
private euthanasia 
house in Victoria, the 
capital city of the Cana­
dian province of British 
Columbia, has sparked 
criticism from pro-lif­
ers and exposed yet 
another way in which 
medical assistance in 
dying (MAID) is spread­
ing throughout Amer· 
ica's neighbor to the 
North. 

A Toronto-based 
nonprofit called MAiD· 
House opened the eu­
thanasia facilit~1 at an 
undisclosed location in 
the provincial capital in 
February. It launched a 
Toronto MAID house in 
2021. 

Euthanasia oppo-
nents are troubled by 
the under-the-radar 
expansion of MAID fa. 
cilities, especially since 
the unidentified houses 
may be in residential 
neighborhoods. 

The MAID houses ap­
pear to have the full 
backing of the federal 
government. Not only 
has the Canada Rev­
enue Agency grant­
ed MAiDHouse, also 
known as Assisted-Dy• 
ing Resource Centres 
Canada, full charity sta­
tus, but Health Canada 
lists it as one of IO na­
tional "resources." 

"l can't figure out 
how an organization 
that kills people can 
be a charity," said Alex 
Schadenberg, executive 
director of the Eutha­
nasia Prevention Coa­
lition. "Every time you 
think Canada's MAID 
pandemic can't get 
worse, you learn that 
it's reached a new low." 

Schadenberg said 
MAiDHouse portrays its 

facilities as comforting 
and friendly, "but it's 
actually pretty insane 
if you think about it be­
cause they exist solely 
to kill people." 

MAiDHouse did not 
respond to repeated 
B.C. Catholic requcs ts 
for comment about 
the Victoria facility's 
location, whether it re· 
ceived permits or zon­
ing approval from the 
city, or whether nearby 
residents are aware of 
its operation. 

According to infor­
mation published by 
MAiDHouse, "those el­
igible for MAID, along 
with their supporters, 
come to MAiDHouse 
only on the day of their 
provision. Individu­
als meeting a potential 
MAiD provider for an 
assessment attend only 
on the day of that meet· 
ing and may rebook the 
space for their provi­
sion if found eligible. 
Anyone considering 
booking MAiDHouse is 
also welcome to sched­
ule a tour of the space 
in advance." 

The B.C. Catholic 
reached out to the city 
of Victoria for com­
ment but received no 
reply. An online search 
did not show any Vic• 
toria business licenses 
for 2025 in the name 
of MAiDHouse, As· 
sisted-Dying Resource 
Centres Canada, or any 
employees or board 
members. 

The secrecy and the 
silence are d.isconcert· 
ing, said Christian Mc­
Cay, spokesman for 
Choose Life Victoria. 

"I am deeply disturbed 
that MAiDHouse has 
been quietly operating a 
stand-alone euthanasia 
house in Victoria," Mc­
Cay said in an emailed 
statement. "Finding out 

that it has been here for 
half a year without the 
public being told is in 
itself deeply wrong, to 
say the least." 

He noted that Victoria 
has long been seen as 
the euthanasia capital 
of the world, and MAiD· 
House's operating "only 
makes it worse." 

A spokesperson for 
the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Victoria re­
f erred questions about 
MAiDHouse's existence 
in the city to Bishop 
Gary Gordon's 2022 
pastoral letter on MAID. 

In that letter, Gordon 
wrote: "The ideology 
of euthanasia [MAID) 
is understandable on 
many levels in contem­
porary society, as the 
experience of loss and 
abandonment is a pow­
erful force of fear and 
anxiety." 

He said Catholics can­
not judge the level of 
such fear and anguish 
in a person who choos­
es euthanasia. 

"However," Gordon 
continued, "we can say 
unequivocally to the 
faithful Catholic peo­
ple of God that choos· 
ing euthanasia [MAID] 
is never a choice that 
is the will of the Cre­
ator, as revealed in the 
sacred texts of divine 
revelation, the Word of 
God, and the constant 
teaching of the Catholic 
and apostolic faith." 

In that letter, Gordon 
pointed to the parable 
of the good Samaritan 
as a model for Christian 
response to suffering. 

He noted that the Sa­
maritan "did not offer 
to alleviate the suffer­
ing of the nearly-dead 
robbed person with 
euthanasia." The com­
mandment is clear, he 
said: "'Thou shalt not 
kill.' Our faith contin-

ues to clearly and un­
equivocally reject eu­
thanasia and assisted 
suicide as a response 
to pain and suffering of 
body, mind, and soul." 

At the same time, 
Gordon acknowledged 
the fear and anguish 
that can drive a person 
toward MAID. 

"But leaving a per· 
son abandoned by the 
side of the road of ex­
istence when robbed 
of health and strength 
is never the choice of a 
good neighbor or a just 
and caring civil society. 
Choosing euthanasia is 
never a choice that is 
the will of the Creator," 
he emphasized. 

Victoria pro-life advo­
cate Marie Peeters-Ney, 
a member of Our Lady 
of the Rosary Parish, 
was saddened by the 
news of MAiDHouse's 
arrival in her communi­
ty, but she called it pre­
dictable. 

"Once you start kill­
ing, there's like a feed· 
ing frenzy, and it just 
gets bigger and bigger," 
sa.id Peeters-Ney, whose 
husband, prominent 
pro-life child and fami­
ly psychiatrist Dr. Phil­
ip Ney, died in January. 

She said Canadi-
ans need to clear their 
heads of the "virtual re­
al'ity" that allows them 
to condemn killing 
wlhen it comes to the 
death penalty or geno­
cide, while ignoring re-

er Kelsi Sheren, a critic 
of Canada's MAID re­
gime, devoted a recent 
episode of her show 
to MAiDHouse, say­
ing its business model 
"thrives on nothing but 
despair." 

Sheren, a Canadian 
Forces combat veteran, 
said MAiDHouse oper­
ators are morally bank­
rupt and are "predators 
at best" who practice 
"death care," not health 
care. 

McCay, who was elect­
ed leader of the Chris­
tian Heritage Party of 
B.C. on Oct. 18, called 
for the provincial gov­
ernment to provide bet­
ter care for the sick and 
the dying, including 
MAfD-free public hos­
pices. 

"True quality pallia­
tive care and medical 
care is being denied," 
he said . "Instead, pa­
tients are being co­
erced, abandoned, and 
pressured to see death 
as their only option. 
That is not dignity, that 
is despair." 

According to the most 
recent Health Canada 
report, B.C. recorded 
2,759 MAID deaths in 
2023, 18% of Canada's 
15,343 total. The re­
port also stated that, 
at 3 7.8%, private resi­
dences were the most 
frequent location for 
MAID deaths, followed 
by hospitals at 32.7%. 

alities like MAiDHouse. This story was first 
"We are paying people published by The B.C. 
to kill our loved ones." Catholic and has been 

Vancouver podcast- adapted by CNA. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
• Search archived papers 
• View diocesan events and much more 

IJFind us on Facebook! 
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CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN 
FIRST FRIDAY 
Champlain - St. Mary's to have 
Mass, Exposition and Benediction 
every first Friday of the month. 

Date: Nov.7 
Schedule: 9 a.m. Mass fol­

lowed by Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament.11 a.m.Benediction of 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

RAFFLE 
Potsdam - The Potsdam Knights 
of Columbus Council 340 will be 
having a raffle. 

Date: Dec.17 
Time: 7 p.m.(winners need not 

be present) 
Cost: $5 a ticket or 5 for $20 

HARVEST DINNER features: First Prize, Cutco 
Morrisonville - St. Alexander to Knife; Second Prize, Syracuse Mets 
have a Turkey Harvest Dinner. Family Fun Pack; Third Prize, Stay 

Date: Nov. 9 and Play at the Akwesasne Mo-
Time: 11:30 a.m.to 5 p.m. ThtNor1hCoontY"1tholkwelco~cootributionm·.1round1he Dio<~ '. hawk Casino; Thirty or more addi-
Place: Take-out only. Pick up or Parishionerrne invited 10 !<!nd infomia1ion 3boutactivioo 10: tio nal prizes. 

Curb side deliver at St. Alexander N0<1hC00011yca1holi~POBox 326, Contact: For more information 
Church Ogdensburg.NY 13669 contact Grand Knight Michael La-

Cost: $15 e-mailnews@northcoontrymholic.org. hendro at mlanhendro@hotmail. 
Items mus I be received in !hell CC office by lhe Wednesday bef0te publication. 

Features: Also available at the 1-_...:.:....:..:...:.:..:...:...:.:... ___ --,-_:_ _______ 7 com or joecatholictebo@gmail. 
door will be Raffle tickets, Basket Place: St. James Commu11ity have their Annual Fall Bazaar. com 
Raffle and Bake Shop Room Date: Nov.8 

Contact: For Hollile delivery Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; Time: 10a.m.to6p.m. 
within 10 miles call 518-561-5039 Children under 10, $5; Family of Place: St.Mary's Social Hall 

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS 
Plattsburgh • Soaking prayer Ses­
sions to be held the first Monday 
of each month. 

Date: Oec.1 
Time:1 p.m.to3and6p.m.to8 
Place: Newman Center 
Features: Prai1e and wor1hip 

followed by soaking prayer. Led by 
Eve McGill, Living Waters Ministry. 
All are welcome. 

Contact: evemcgill@charter. 
net 518-645-2648 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet will be ob­
served. 

Date: Nov.2 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig5 Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held in support of Augustinian 
Academy, sponsored by the Car­
thage K of C Father J1>hn Cosmic 
#291 and Ave Maria Circle. 

Date: Dec.14 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 

4, $30 Features: Free admission, cost 
Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan- forfood, raffles and fun. 

cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausa,ge, Contact: For more information 
Baked Goods,Juice,and Coffee call 315-769-2469 

Contact: For more information 
call 315-493-3224 

RAFFLE 
Constableville - Raffle to be held 
for youth and Faith Formation ac­
tivities. 

Date: Drawing Dec. 21 
Time: 10 a.m. 
Place: St. Mary's after Mass 
Cost: Tickets are $5 each or 5 

for $20 
Features: First-place winner 

will receive a Virtual Reality Head­
set, the second-place winner will 
receive a 50" smart television and 
the third-place winner will recei ve 
a ten-inch tablet. 

Contact: They can be pur­
chased after the 10am Mass, from 
various St. Mary's parents, by 
calling the Parish office at 315· 
348-6104 or by going online to 
https://catholicparishesofslc.wee­
b ly. com/ church -offering --r a mes. 
html 

ST. LAWRENCE 

FALL BAZAAR 
Massena - St. Peter's Parish to 

PATRIOTIC ROSARY 
Ogdensburg - To commemorate 
Veterans Day, the Legion of Mary 
will be praying the Patriotic Ro• 
sary. 

Date: Nov.9 
Time: Noon 
Place: St.Mary's Cathedral 
Features: We cordially invite 

all our parishioners AND fellow 
Catholics throughout the diocese 
to join us in praying for all our 
Veterans--- active, retired, and de­
ceased--- as well as for the needs 
of our country. 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Nov. 9 (Second Sunday of 
each month) 

Time: 9 a.m.to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Ogdensburg - The Vocations Com­
mittee fort he Catholic Churches of 
Og:densburg, Heuvelton and Lis­
bon is planning a Trivia Night. 

Date:Jan.2 
Time: Doors open at 6 p.m., 

trivia starts at 7 p.m. 
Place: Martin Fieldhouse 
features: All funds raised will 

be donated to the Diocese of Og­
densburg to help offset the mis­
ceUaneous college costs for the 
seminarians. Join us for a night 
of fun and friendly competition 
in a contest of general knowledge 
across a variety of topics! Teams of 
up to 6 will compete for the brag­
ging rights and the Grand Prize.All 
players are eligible for door prizes! 
Mulligans will be sold at the door. 

Contact: More rules and regis­
tration at www.ogdensburgcath­
Oli(s.net/trivia or email vocation­
sarenottrivial@rcdony.org 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devotions 
for First Saturday. 

Date: Dec.6 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

NOVEMBER 5, 2025 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church 
to have first Saturday Rosary De­
votion. 

Date: Dec.6 
Time: 3: 15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fati· 
ma. Confessions will be available. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

010 CE SAN EVENTS 

ULTREYA 
Plattsburgh • North Country 
Cursillo will hold its next Ultreya. 

Date:Nov.7 
Time: 6 p.m. to 8 
Place: St. John XXIII Newman 

Center 
Features: Ultreya meetings are 

open to all Cursillistas and guests 
interested in learning more about 
the Cursillo Movement. 

Contact:: Please RSVP to Mari­
ka Donders, Post Cursillo Coordi­
nator at mdonders@rcdony.org. 
Also, email Marika if you are a 
Cursillista in our diocese and are 
not receiving emails about our 
events in order to be added to our 
North Country Cursillo mailing list. 
Please include when and where 
you made your Cursillo weekend. 

LIVING WITH HOPE 
Saranac Lake - The Respect Life 
Office will be have a discussion to 
learn more about NYS Physician 
Assisted Suicide Bill and Canada's 
MAID. 

Date: Nov. 29 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place: St. Bernard's Church 
Cost: $10donation requested 
Features: The theme will be 

"Dying with Christ, Living with 
Hope''. When we make a commit· 
ment to die with Christ, we can 
truly live with hope. Discussions 
feature theologians and health· 
care professionals giving per­
spectives on suffering, grief, dying 
and our Christian duty to care. 
Contact: Registration: https:// 
www.rcdony.org/livingwithhope 
Questions contact Colleen Miner 
at cminer@rcdony.org 
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Exhibit examines Pope Leo XIV's ancestry 
ByTessaGervasini The exhibit presents The archdiocese Trudeau and Justin is believed to have im-
Catholic News Agency information compiled found archives dating Trudeau, Hillary Clin- migrated to the U.S. in 

by expert genealogists to the early 1720s with ton, actress Angelina 1905. Salvatore was on 
to highlight the pope's the help of "sacramen- Jolie, and singers Justin his way to becoming a 
history, because "the tal records of baptisms, Bieber and Madonna. priest bu t was unable to 
diversity of his ances- marriages, funerals, and A number of Louis' take his vows and chose 
try is as layered as the burials," Sarah Waits, re- other descendants end- to marq, instead. 

A Boston exhibit is in­
viting guests to explore 
Pope Leo XIV's fami­
ly tree in depth, span­
ning 14 generations 
of history tracing the 
pontiffs connections 
to noblemen, freedom 
fighters, enslaved men 
and women, and even 
modern-day pop culture 
stars. 

American Ancestors, 
a national center for 
family history, heritage, 
and culture, created the 
"The Ancestry of Pope 
Leo XlV: An American 
Story" exhibit for peo­
ple to discover the first 
American pontiff's lin­
eage by reading stories, 
searching records, and 
exploring his family 
tree. 

The exhibit presents 
information compi_led 
by expert genealogists 
to highlight the pope's 
history, because "the 
diversity of his ances­
try is as layered as the 
history of America it­
self," Ryan Woods, CEO 
of American Ancestors, 
told CNA. 

A Boston exhibit is in­
viting guests to explore 
Pope Leo XIV's fami­
ly tree in depth, span­
ning 14 generations 
of history tracing the 
pontiffs connections 
to noblemen, freedom 
fighters, enslaved men 
and women, and even 
modern-day pop culture 
stars. 

American Ancestors, 
a national cen ter for 
family history, heritage, 
and culture, created the 
"The Ancestry of Pope 
Leo XIV: An American 
Story" exhibit for peo­
ple to discover the first 
American pontiff's lin­
eage by reading stories, 
searching records, and 
exploring his family 
tree. 

history of America it- search archivist for the ed up settling in New The family tree showed 
self," Ryan Woods, CEO archdiocese, told CNA. Or leans. Through this that two of Salvatore's 
of American Ancestors, "The Catholic aspect connection, "the fami- children were not his 
told CNA. of his family and ... the ly in New Orleans was wife's sons but rather 

Tracing 14 genera- records that [the arch- identified within the the children of a French 
tions diocese) has in the ar- Black Creole communi- woman named Suzanne 

Shortly after the first chives are absolutely ty," Waits said. Louise Marie Fontaine. 
American pontiff was fundamental for any Then going back a Salvatore and Suzanne 
announced, historian genealogy research,'' few more generations had two sons - Jean, 
and genealogist Jari said Waits, who worked there were "records the pope's uncle, and 
Honora publicly noted directly on the New Or- of enslaved ancestors, Louis, the pope's father. 
that the pope surpris- leans family tree. "We even into the 1820s and They were given their 
ingly had Black and Lou- realized that we had a 1830s,'' Waits said. "So grandmother's maiden 
isiana Creole ancestry. treasure trove right in . . . not that many gen- name, Prevost, which led 
The find ing inspired our own archive related erations ago, the Holy to the pontiff's French 
a number of other re- to his family." Father had enslaved an- last name. 
searchers to dig into the The archdiocese cestors." An exhibit with a mis-
pope's family tree. shared its family tree to The researchers iden- sion 

Following the a-n- add to Gates' research tified four white ances- Pope Leo's history is 
nouncement, American and expand the family tors who owned slaves diverse, with "stories of 
Ancestors wanted "to tree with the additional in the U.S. They suspect enslavers and enslaved 
research the full ances- records. Gates later pre- there were probably people, irnmigra-nts 
try of Pope Leo XIV," sented the completed others in Cuba, which from France, Spain, a-nd 
Woods explained. Hemy research to Pope Leo at was a slaveholding so- Haiti," Woods said. He 
Louis Gates Jr., host of a private audience at the ciety. They also discov- explained the hope is 
the ancestry television Vatican in July. ered that eight of Pope that sharing Pope Leo's 
show "Finding Your American Ancestors Leo's Black ancestors rich history will inspire 
Roots" on PBS, helped decided to open the ex- are known to have en- people to look into their 
lead the charge along- perience to the public slaved at least 40 other own lineage. 
side other genealogists through the new exhib- people of color. "Recent surveying in 
from American Ances- it that opened Oct. 4. The farthest back the United States has 
tors and the Cuban Ge- It has already drawn a the overall research shown that more than 
nealogical Club of Mi- number of "curious and spanned was to Spain in 70% of Americans be-
ami. interested" people. the 1500s on Pope Leo's lieve knowing your farn-

"Over just a few days, "To have a world lead• mother's side. Four of ily history is import• 
we were able to bring er show the relative his llth-great-grandfa- ant, but only about 10% 
his lineage back 14 gen- complexity and rich- thers are Usted as "hi- have actually actively 
erations," Woods said. ness of American fami- dalgos," or m.inor un- researched their fami­
Once the research was Lies and its history was titled nobility. One of ly history," Woods said. 
complete, The New York something we thought their grandchildren was "So people can see this 
Times published it in was really important, even a captain of land global human story and 
June as an interactive both for the study of and sea in the Royal Ar- begin to see the possi­
report. genealogy [and) history mada who spent years biUty of what they can 

Archivists from the itself," Woods said. fighting Dutch priva- find in t heir own family 
Archdiocese of New Or- Surprising finds teers trying to take over history." 
lea-ns had created a Lou- The in-depth research Portugal's colonial hold-
siana family tree after revealed a number of ings in America. 
discovering that Pope surprising connections The research even re­
Leo's mother had ties to that the exhibit details. vealed how the pope 
New Orlea-ns. Following Through one ancestor got his sm-name, Pre­
the publication of Gates' named Louis Boucher vost. At least five gen­
findings they realized de Grandpre, the pope crations of his father's 
the research did not in- is related to numer- ancestors were born 
elude Catholic records ous Canadian-derived in Sicily, including the 
from New Orleans, distant cousins includ- pope's grandfather, Sal­
which had left out some ing former Canadian vatore Giovanni Gaeta­
additional stories. prime ministers Pierre no Riggitano Alito, who 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

Temples of God 
We celebrate today the our respect as they rest in 

dedication of the: Lateran peace. 
Basilica i.n Rome. It may seem strange to 

Look at the reading celebrate the Dedication 
from Ezechiel. In his vi- of the Lateran Basilica, a 
s ion, Ezechiel saw wa- church in Rome. Just as 
ter flowing from the Holy Father, 
the temple and the Pope, is the 
giving life every· leader of Cathol· 
where the water 1c1sm through -
touched. Wherev- out the world. So, 
er the water flows, too, his cathedral 
everything shall building, St. John 
live. Hearing those Lateran, is the 
words, think back lead church build-
about our teach- ing of all Catholic 
ing on baptism. church buildings 
The flowing water Msgr. R?bert throughout the 
of baptism gives H.Aucom world. 
life, supernatural ====== Catholic church.­
life, to the one be- es, Catholic par­
ing baptized. When Christ ishes have always been 
was crucified, his side was known for their buildings. 
pierced and water flowed Appropriately, we trea­
from his side. The spiritu- sure our church buildings 
al writers tell us that this because they represent 
flowing symbolizes God's the roots of our faith, 
love being spread over all visible expressions th.at 
of humanit)'. play out in our church 

Look at Paul's Language buildings; our buildings 
in the second reading: are our homes that have 
"You are God's build- become part of us over 
ing built on the strong time. So, over time, we 
foundation, Jesus Christ reverence our buildings 
himself." Then, he uses because they are God's 
those words that are both home as weU as the home 
beautiful and true: "You for us, sons and daugh­
are the temple of God ters of God. 
and that the Spirit of God As people we celebrate 
dwells in you ... the tem- birthdays and anniver­
ple of God, which you are, saries because they are 
is holy." milestones in our lives. 

All this culminates in So, too, our church build­
the stunning story told ings form milestones in 
in the Gospel of Jesus' our lives. 
flipping the tables and When we lose respect 
established procedures. for our God, then we lose 
His reason: the temple respect for our church 
was a house of prayer, a buildings such that, at 
sacred place, not a place best, they become his­
for commerce. Then, he torical museums or just 
refers to his own body as interesting places. If we 
a temple, a sacred place. lose respect for God, as 

We respect the church has happened in the lives 
building because the of so many today, then 
building is God's place. we lose respect for his 
We also respect one an· home and just don't both· 
other because we are er going. 
made in the image of God But what about human 
and are living temples respect. Over the years 
of the Holy Spirit, God's human respect has di ­
presence in our world. We minished. If we do not 
respect the dead because esteem one another be­
they were worthy of our cause we are temples of 
respect while on earth. the Hol)' Spirit, then mu­
Now, they are worthy of tual respect disappears. 

November9 
Feast of the Dedication of 

the Lateran Basilica in Rome 

READINGS 
Ezekiel 47:1-2,8-9, 12 

1 Corinthians 3:9c-11, 16-17 
John 2:13-22 

We have seen that loss 
in human respect as we 
witness the casual use of 
abortion, the increase in 
physical abuse especially 
in the family, the break-

down of family life when 
members have lost re­
sp ec t for the dignity and 
worth of each member of 
the family, the increase in 
crimes against humanity 
committed by individuals 
and by subgroups of peo­
pl<!. 

Likewise, reverence and 
respect for the dead have 
waned. Our decreased 
participation in funerals 
and the rites for the dead 
signal a decreased re­
spect for the dead. 

So, today, yes, we cele­
brate the anniversary of 
the dedication of a partic­
ular building. At the same 
time, this day should re­
mind aU of us about the 
sacredness of our build­
ings and the sacredness 
of our beings that arc 
temples of the Holy Spir­
it. 

Our buildings, our lives, 
our beloved dead all 
share the same corner­
s tone - our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

A Century of Service and Devotion 
The Catholic conununities of St. Peter, St. Mary, and St. Hedwig would like to extend our 

~ deepest gratitude and congratulations to the St. Theresa's Guild on their 100th AMiversary. • 
For a century, these remarkable women have se!flessly served our parishes with unwavering 

~ dedication, compassion, anc(/ai th. Their care and commitment have been a cornerstone of ~1-
our community- always dependable, always present, and always giving. 

We honor their legacy and thank them for the countless ways they have enriched our 
spiritual lives and supported our parish families. 

~ ith heartfelt appreciation - thank you, St. Theresa's Guil1 

as a Consecrated Religious .. . a "Bride" of Christ? 

CONTACT: Sister M. Grego,y, SSJ, Vocation Director 
Sisters of St. Joseph 
866 Arsenal Street, Watertown, NY 13601 

EMAIi.: smgssj@yahoo.com PHCH: 315.782.3460 
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Wearing white in the Philippines 
Until the Feast of 

Christ the King on No­
vember 23, Filipino 
Catholics will attend 
Mass every Sunday 
dressed in white, follow­
ing the invitation from 
the Philippine Episco­
pal Conference to wear 
white clothes and dis­
play white ribbons in 
their homes, churches 
and public spaces as a 
symbol of the renew­
al of the nation, which 
suffers from the phe­
nomenon of corruption 
and has been struck by 
recent disasters. 

"It is a symbolic ges­
ture intended to make 
the faithful aware that 
each of us is called to 
do our part in the fight 
against corruption, 
starting from the moral 
and spiritual levels, and 

Chateaugay- Sally Ann 
(O'Donnell) Douglas, 90; Grave­
side Services Nov. 8, 2025 at St. 
Patrick's Church. 

Colton - Donald F. Bo11no, 93; 
Mass of Christian Burial Oct. 31, 
2025 at St. Patrick's Church; burial 
in St. Patrick's Cemetery. 

Harrisville - Karen Sue (Trom­
bley) Baillargeon, 72; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 7, 2025 at St. 
Francis of Sola nus Church; burial 
in St. Francis Cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Charles J. 
Normandin, 87; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 3, 2025 at St. Alexan­
der's Church; burial in St. James 
Cemetery, Cady ville. 

Redford - Anna B. {Hurd) Bell, 
92; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
4, 2025 at Church of the Assump­
tion; burial in parish cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Gus A. Becker, Jr., 
93; Funeral Services Nov. 7, 2025 

The Pontifical Mission Societies 
of the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Soci ety for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

611\Y..,,iogto, S..Ogdtosbu,g.HY 13669 
(311) WH9lO;fax 1-866-31<-7196 
info#l'((fony.org 

to contribute to good 
governance in society. 
It is also a sign of hear t, 
conversion and prayer 
to the Lord," explains 
Father Estaban Lo, Rec• 
tor of the Minor Basilica 
of St. Lorenzo Ruiz in 
Manila and National Di­
rector of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies in the 
Philippines, in an inter· 
view with Fides. 

"We extend the i·n­
vitation to the faithfu l 
and have placed white 
ribbons in front of the 
church. White reminds 

at Fox & Murray Funeral Home. 

Ogdensburg- Catherine M. 
{Boothe) Touron Denny, 101; Mass 
of Christian Burial Oct.31, 2025 
at Notre Dame Church; burial in 
Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Brian J. Felitto, 
82;MassofChristian Burial Nov.1, 
2025 at St. Mary's Cathedral. 

Ogdensburg- Loretta {Martin) 
Hazelton,84; Graveside Services 
Oct. 29, 2025 at Ogdensburgh 
Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Norma J. 
{Williams) Loverly, 78; Funeral 
Services Oct. 30, 2025 at Fox & 
Murray Funeral Home; burial in St. 
Mary's Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg- Leonard A. 
Montroy,87; Mass of Christian 
Burial Oct. 31, 2025 at St. Mary's 
Cathedral; burial in Oswegatchie 
Mausoleum. 

us of the baptismal gar· 
ment, the responsibility 
of all baptized people," 
he notes. 

The circular, which 
was distributed in all 
churches and signed 
by the president of the 
Episcopal Conference, 
Cardinal Pablo Virgilio 
David, states that wear­
ing white clothing and 
ribbons "symbolizes 
the people's appeal for 
transparency, responsi­
bility, and good gover· 
nance." 

The gesture, the text 

OBITUARIES 
Ogdensburg - Nancy E. Reese, 
84;Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
3, 2025 at Notre Dame Church; 
burial in Notre Dame Cemetery. 

Old Forge - Joyce {Salmon) 
Loson, 88; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 7, 2025 at St. Bartholomew's 
Church. 

Port Henry- Stephanie {Wo­
jewodzic) Hanchett, 74; Mass of 

continues, also express­
es "a humble prayer that 
our country, in the mer· 
cy of God, may be pu· 
rified and renewed and 
spared from further di· 
sasters." 

" May our white gar­
ments be the symbol 
of the purity we seek 
for our country and our 
hearts. May this time of 
prayer and penance lead 
us to hope, healing, and 
the restoration of our 
common life in truth 
and justice," the Phil· 
ippine bishops write in 
their appeal. 

The letter calls on all 
Catholics to unite "in a 
common act of penance 
and prayer" after the 
country was recently 
struck by nan,ral disas­
ters such as typhoons, 
volcanic eruptions, fires 

Christian Burial Oct. 29, 2025 at St. 
Patrick's Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Watertown - Joyce {Schultz) 
Gawronski, 86; Mass of Christian 
Bu rial Nov. 5, 2025 at Holy Family 
Church; burial in Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery, Chicago. 

Watertown - James Leon Van 
Dusen,81;Mass of Christian Burial 

and earthquakes, which 
have plunged numerous 
communities into abso· 
lute distress. 

The letter also re­
caUs the national call to 
prayer and public repen· 
tance, signed on Octo• 
ber 6, which exhorts the 
faithful to pray daily, re­
cite the rosary, perform 
acts of penance and par• 
ticipate in the Eucharist, 
imploring God's mercy 
and the healing of the 
country. 

Article from FIDES 
missionary news ser­
vice of the Pontifical 

Mission Societies. Please 
remember the Pontifical 
Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 
INC. when writing or 
changing your will. 

Nov.3, 2025 at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart; burial in Glenwood 
Cemetery. 

West Chazy - Kenneth James 
Bond, 85; Funeral Services Nov. 5, 
2025 at the R.W. Walker Funeral 
Home. 

DIOCESE OF OGDENSBURG 

:,_ 
VOCATIONS SOCIETY (0.0.V.S) 

To encourage and promote 
vocations to the priesthood, 
permanent diaconate, and 
consecrated religious life in 

our diocese. 

"It was not you who chose me, but I 
who chose you" 

John 15:16 
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Pope calls for renewal of Catholic education 
By Hannah Brockhaus 
Catholic News Agency 

Amid contemporary 
challenges to schools 
and universities - hy­
per-digitalization , so­
cial insecurity, and the 
crisis of relationships 
- a Catholic education 
should courageously 
teach the whole· human 
person, Pope Leo XIV 
writes in a new apostol­
ic letter. 

In "Drawing New Maps 
of Hope," Leo reflects 
on the role of a Catho­
lic education 60 years 
after the Oct. 28, 1965, 
proclamation of Gravis­
simum Educationis, the 
Second Vatican Coun­
cil's declaration on 
Christian education. 

"The Church cele· 
brates a fruitful educa­
tional history but also 
faces the imperative to 
update its proposals in 

light of the signs of the 
times," the pope writes 
in the letter, published 
in Italian on Oct. 28. 

"We are aware of the 
difficulties: hyper-digi­
talization can fragment 
attention; the crisis of 
relationships can wound 
the psyche; social inse­
curity and inequalities 
can extinguish desire," 
he says. "Yet, it is pre­
cisely here that Catho­
lic education can be a 
beacon: not a nostalgic 
refuge but a laboratory 
of discernment, peda­
gogical innovation, and 
prophetic witness." 

In the eight-page doc­
ument, the pontiff iden­
tifies three priorities for 
the educational com­
munity: cultivation of 
an interior life through 
space for silence, dis­
cernment, and dialogue 
with one's conscience 
and with God; formation 

in a wise use of technol­
ogy and artificial intelli­
gence that puts the hu­
man person first; and 
education in language 
that is peace-building, 
nonviolent, and open to 
others. 

He also notes the im· 
portance of making 
Catholic education fi­
nancially accessible. 

"Where access to ed­
ucation remains a priv­
ilege, the Church must 
push open doors and 
invent new paths, be­
cause 'losing the poor' is 
equivalent to losing the 
school itself," he writes. 

Pope Leo in his letter 
draws attention to the 
digital environment and 
its impact on education, 
underlining that "tech­
nologies must serve 
the person, not replace 
them. They must enrich 
the learning process, 
not impoverish relation-

ships and communi­
ties." 

"A Catholic universi­
ty and school without 
vision risks soulless ef­
ficiency, the standard­
ization of knowledge, 
which then becomes 
spiritual impoverish­
ment," he says. 

He urges schools to 
avoid "technophobia" 
while strengthening 
teachers' training in the 
digital sphere and pro­
moting service-learning 
and responsible citizen­
ship. 

"No algorithm can re­
place what makes edu­
cation human: poetry, 
irony, love, art, imagina­
tion, the joy of discov­
ery, and even education 
in error as an opportuni· 
ty for growth. The deci­
sive point is not technol­
ogy but the use we make 
of it," the pope writes. 

The pontiff's docu-

ment also provides a vi­
sion of Christian educa­
tion that "embraces the 
whole person: spiritual, 
intellectual, emotional, 
social, and physical. ... 
IEducationl measures 
lits value) on the basis 
of dignity, justice, and 
the ability to serve the 
common good." 

He opposes this Cath· 
olic vision to a "pure­
ly mercantilistic ap­
proach" that measures 
education in terms of 
functionality and practi· 
cal utility, he writes. 

Leo said forming the 
whole person means 
avoiding compartmen­
talization, because 
"when faith is true, it is 
not an added 'subject' 
but a breath that oxy­
genates every other sub­
ject. Thus, Catholic ed­
ucation becomes leaven 
in the human communi­
ty." 

DLoe,e.se of og (i{e~.sb uyg FCl V1ttLLrj LLfe offLe,e 
Helping to build strong families with programs and activities that strengthen family life. 

Don't just pray for more priests and 
religious.,.pray for faithful, sacramental 

marriages, because that's where 
vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life come from. 

Do you want to: 

◊ Build a marriage that has a less than 3 

percent chance of ending in divorce? 

◊ Learn how you can strengthen your 

marriage and your fami'ly? 

◊ Know why families fall apart and what 

you can do to prevent this? 

◊ Benefit from a networl? of support with 

other faithful families in this diocese? 

If the answer to any of those questions is 

yes, contact: 


